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At an expense of thirty thousand dollars The Century Co lately instituted a public trial of The Cen-

tury Dictionary and Cyclopedia and as it afterward proved of all other works of reference as well The

jury in this popular trial was made up of over six thousand intelligent men and women all of whom participated

in one of the most interesting educational competitions ever conducted The Century Prize Competition
One hundred and fifty questions were prepared for this contest The topics selected covered matters-

of general information rather than of a scholastic nature The questions were drawn from every branch of

knowledge some were interesting to lawyers some to doctors or clergyman and again others

so as to teach something to the business man or mechanic Nearly every branch of art literatifre his

tory and science was touched upon The questions dealt with many facts that every man woman boy and

girl should know they dealt not with theoretical but with practical knowledge Answering them was not

drudgery it combined pleasure with mental exercise Thus the whole series was made extremely interesting-

and instructive as they were prepared with extreme care by experts with a view to prove the superiority of

The Century as a questionanswerer over all other reference works

The public were then invited to answer these questions basing their answers upon information contained-

in The Century Dictionary and Cyclopedia A first prize of five hundred dollars and thirtyfour other

prizes all of gold were offered for the best sets of answers More than twentytwo thousand persons responded-

to the invitation of whom over six thousand really collaborated in the test of the work to the end These per
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NO CLAIMANT FOR THIS SPECIAL PRIZE-
A special prize of 5500 was offered to person who could answer successfully 90 per cent 135 of the 150

of these 150 questions without the aid of Century Dictionary and Cyclopedia using instead of it any ten
other works of

Out of the 4800 persons who tried for this special prize no one has yet succeeded in answering the 135 ques
tions without using decidedly more than ten boobs It interest to know that among the books most largely
used were
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sons were scattered all over the United States and were from every walk of life Though many of them had
owned sets of The Century for some little time yet the result of working over the prize questions was to dis-

cover new uses for their books and really learn for the first time what a broad field of knowledge The Century j

covered A search for the answers to these questions equipped the competitors with just the sort of

knowledge that gives interest to the conversation of a man of the world they got the reputation oftbeingv

wellinformed they acquired also a new pleasure in reading their newspapers and magazines

When the answers to these questions were all received they were carefully examined and scorecliaccord
ing to their correctness the first prize being awarded to Mr C H Payne of the New York Bar the second
prize to Mr A H Sturtevant farmer of Jacksonville 111 the third prize to Mr Herbert S Brown a student inj i

Yale University New Haven Conn the fourth prize to Mr Theo L Frothingham lawyer New York and
thirtyone other prizes to persons scattered over the United States

This probably the most expensive and most remarkable public test that has ever been given to apnbliH
cation as stated above cost the publishers about 30000 but they found that it was money well spent
proved to the public that The Century Dictionary and Cyclopedia is a reference work without a rival that
for the first time in the history of bookmaking there has been combined in one work the functions clamored
than a score of others j

Some of the one hundred and fifty questions and the answers used in this competition follow
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38 of the 150 Questions Partial List of the Answers
1 la the bank of Joihui we learn that at command of that leader the

trod till In Palm OX1X the t pays I the tlanlna of the
morning Dotit tliU Utter luaurfe aU refer to mlraculoua interruption of tlio cnune
of nature

2 I had to put the private car on the accommodation because only pn
train itoluit Ve4t was To what acct of llmlutlon does the phrase the lim-
ited allul-

e3Ytiat atoillarity Is to be obaerved In the mentit tralntne of two popular writer
of He day lUcnaud Oonnu

4 Vb t iKtraordluari ceremonial procoinlori took place In Paris on the fiftyilitha-
nnlv r ary of Uon lanllnir

6 If tuniMllnnsof water were poured Int a lovrnlnch pipe how nigh would
water rl in the pipe

tl When au ator In t con l I 1 entrance facing tbe centre of the stage
l the proscenium on tilt loftJ-

T a row from the Iniitluo marnho ant due wet until It reached longl
tutu 113 dtB Id rum W mar what Lolr nf water would it then l ej
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1983 or that at Ioinpoll In the year 7W

11 TUiilirme cmUel thr occurs In Hamlet What ehancterlittc of the
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U1 thief result uf Iho betterment the Eiuidae or methodical

iiVhit centenary excited In all part of the United SUtM and e
Now York In the of November li 83
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afterward b o mo ax octated with the mint hurrlil crimv-

uUlVbatl dliri reiiC6ln kilometers between t
dlamttrr and d Iti inatortil diameter

17 aj r A In a lofty key b Paraphrase AilUnceona

IH II mortar mule of pure llmo tone reliable or unreliable when maaonr-

yniwiiat four Item of Information can you glean from the fact that ao old Enctlah
country boiuo vw named Crti bock Yoke Abbcv-

o AoiTJInU the generally acccvtrd chronology of the life of Christ In what
formal tparhliiK beul-

nJlAiiuintui that tho suns ilutance from the earth li exactly nlnetrthrr million
mile how It hike it attractive
and Inrtiiiice Iho artlis orbital motion

22 What riot iiiciirrlng In 173K waa made the foundation for one of the norala of
the Wizard of the Snrth

2 J Whlish I the worse lot to be silly or foolish
24Of which the title rbuzed because of a crime

which wa committed while the were Inproicrcu-
2V flilch llrnt fount In Knclinil win

I If the In Chlcai In ISul had been double population In ixno
and It continued in grow at that rate would It population in 18U3 have been greater
or loss than was the imputation of ImJoii In IHiuy

37 Which on of Titian plctnre team nearly the same title aa a 17th century

What the manner of death of the erandnon of Hyroanni II ant
bt which who itrueitled azaloit Award IV died under the
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a limitation upon tbe number of rare allowed attached to the eirren
train

liotb Fttllled medicine

4 Tho entry of the Oermintriop low after the capltnUtlon that city In
the lraiirulriiolau war of iSTn71

5 Sixty niclim say feet

ISo
2To to be

i

ran

itOn hli left
7 over Lake

Shlji by J W M Turner
l di I not failty tls faulty mc It uses the three woriln body else

Atiivalcnt to any oilier tody atUfMni the pintanvo utnx to the whole
pbrasv a If Itlud been iomii lof tbu prunoiiu anybody with ai In a Tha

uof tine in the ietiio of other In tills phrase In alsu Itieie aut If not strictly
incorrect

Silt
NTh

a a unit
lee

the areal
Talc

any

tie

>

NO DUSTER NEEDED
How a Prizewinner kept the Books Clean
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The JO Volumes contain over 8500 pages
r 150000 Articles

500000 Encyclopedic Definitions J

300000
200000 Indexed Geographical Entries

8000 Superb Illustrations
3JO in colors

1500000 was spent in producing the first st of JO volumes
5000000 worth at in this country alone
150000 worth sold in England during the first of sale
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lOTlut In the itralt of Fonda 1383
1 l Uicuunei from the cnmplesltjr of the organ thobraln henljT fcrT 4 V In Ute

teneoof the undcniUntlni li commonly spoken of la the plural
ttr nirth speed bottom nJarmn-

cinThe centenary of the evacuation of the City of New York brHhe TtrltttMrcop t-

on Novemler 26th 1783 after tbe treat of p oe n4li4 i naenoB between Enil na
sled the United Utttet-
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ono operation
15 Buccaneer
1 6 The cartnH equatorial diameter eiceefli Ita polar diameter 4S484anmUn

I f 48 kilometer 4 hectometer 0 decameters tad 4 meters
17 a speech In aa castled strain b A tllenc on an liUn4r1tlncjatllttl

alovo the level of the ere
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I2Saunia enclnen for tbrowlntf mlnil-

o27U Knight of Malta Fletcher Mutineer and another wrote Tba Knlehtoti
Malta beforn 1310

2H Arlitobulni III grandson of Ilrrcannii It was drowned attbelDctlgaUoooC-
IlcroJ king of Judea Oeone Mantaaenet Uuke of Clannrp one of the coniplnteni-
azalnit Edward IV was alao drowned while bo Imprisoned In the Tower of
don The account of the fate of both tradition ratberthan certain knowl
edge

2 A You Like It founded on Tboraaa Lodges Bosalyndo EuphnM Golden
Legacy

aoTbo zone from IB to 20 degrees of sorer latitude
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the Iaclno Ocean
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LETTERS FROM THE PRIZEWINNERS
The following letters were all written before the results of the Competition were published and are therefore doubly interesting in that they show that the writers had not regretted the time spent on the papers whether they should win prizes or not

4

CAPTURED FIRST PRIZE-

Mr C H Payne of the New York Bar awarded 500 In Gold
Office of C II PAYNF AttomyatUwI-

D4 Time Uulldln New Yrrk
TUB CEJUDKY a practical book of refiTcncu upon iumtloDiof all klndi

Tbe Century Olollouary and Cyclopedia In admirable I hare consulted It frequently
ilrjce I ownod It on a great variety of poluta to answer question about the manlna
of word about dato hutorlcal eventn and iernn iilnnt a groat variety of things
which I liar in ictdinit tn convor atlon orin everyday life and I havo
tenser failed to It a hill clear compact and catlifactorx of what
I wanted to Snow The iliar arrangement l the mailer under vaalou head and
the of lien rioMTefrnncn very of the work

Ojmprtltioii hai certalnb la uht meauood lath nbnut the me of the work
and about various inattcr patched on by the and It mo
greatly with ihu breadth cf the Held covered cud the va t tund of Information contained
in It

I have never made a imrchaio with which I wan better tatlifled
C n PAYNK
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The Century Takes the Place of Thirty
Other WorksH-

ere is a list of some works which it has superseded
Encyclopedia of Common Things with of birds animals plants build
ings toots musical instruments statues etc

Complete Defining Dictionary
complete Atlas of the World containing the most perfect and beautiful maps ever published

4 A Biographical Cyclopedia giving an account of of importance from Adam down-
S A Gazetteer of the World including nearly 200000 geographical names

complete Pronouncing Cyclopedia of Proper Names
Cyclopedia of Historical Information dates battles wars political parties Congresses

treaties councils with exact dates end the results of latest census
Cyclopedia of Commerce Finance Banking Insurance

of Arts and Trades
Compendium of Legal Terms with references to cases

of Scientific Terms giving the result of the very latest research and thought
in every department of science such as botany geology zoology biology mineralogy

Compendium of Theological Term
di3 of Medicine Surgery Physiology Anatomy

14A Glossary of Military and Terms
IS A Compendium Terms in Engineering

of Electrical Terms
Cyclopedia of art and archaeology mythology ceramics lacquer work enamel

embroideries heraldry armor dress beautifully illustrated
of Architectural Terms

Astronomical Dictionary with definitions and illustrations of constellations etc
of Music

Treasury of Quotations familiar and 300000
Glossary of Abbreviations in order Not a list at end of dictionary
Dictionary of Philology and Etymology showing the history of words more any

other work
Standard of Spelling and Pronunciation

25 A Complete Collection of Synonyms
of Names and Drama

Standard Dictionary of Technical and Mechanical Terms measures coins tools machines
etc illustrated

Handbook of Literature giving the names and descriptions of all wellknown books plays
poems operas

Bible Dictionary Tells of the different books of the Bible as well as all and persons
named

30 A Handbook of Popular Names and Nicknames as State for Connecticut Boz

for Dickens Maid of Orleans for loan of Arc the RailSplitler for Lincoln

1An
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3A

6A
7A
8A
9A ia
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11A
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16A
17A
18Handbook
19An
20Dictionary
21A unfamiliarabout
22A
23A
24A
26A
27A
28A
29A
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Wheelers Noted Names of Fiction
Imperial Dictionary
Bartletts Familiar Quotations
Haydns Dictionary or Harpers Book

Schaffs of the Church
Websters International Dictionary
TOTAL Number of Volumes 100
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This offer was made in order to invite comparison between The Century Dictionary and Cyclopedia and other
works Any dictionary or cyclopedia or other work any number of be and counted-

as one of the ten works
s

WON FIFTH PRIZE
Letter from a Railroad Man who was awarded 25
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A MINE OF WEALTH-
Mr Holliday of St Louis learned how to Extract the

Metals from this Mine

TUB CWfTUBT CO

Law Office nf Joseph O Ilidllday
noon InU

I entered content primarily with the Idea of tmiTl-

llul to me thi ureat li ii ni derived from cnterlnirlhUconteit lies rot in the addmid of information nor In the entertainment affjnled nor seen in

and careful c-
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The Edition for 1900 complete in Ten Massive
Volumes can be bought at

HALF PRICE
during the MillionDollar Sale of The
Century at the Wanamaker Store Join
the Wanamaker Century Club entrance J
fee and the halfprice privilege is fThe purchase is completed

little pay jjr
ments that only figure about

I
off and fill in the blank

mail it today to

JOHN WANAMAKER
NEW YORK CITY

You may send me illustrated booklet of
of The Century Diction-

ary and Cyclopedia and Atlas including
sample map and terms of and

scription the bindings to aid me in my choice
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